A Kiwanis Club for Lawrenceville

A mass meeting of the business men of Lawrenceville has been called to meet this (Monday) evening at the Hotel Ewing promptly at 8 o'clock to consider organizing a Kiwanis Club in Lawrenceville.

The Kiwanis is a civic club of representative business men of the best cities who work for good of business and their city. The Kiwanis is the outstanding club in every city of importance.

Prominent speakers from some of our neighboring cities who have Kiwanis Clubs have been invited to address the citizens at this meeting and all interested parties are urged to attend.

It is a known fact that Lawrenceville can grow faster if some organized effort is made to push and boost the city, and many believe that the Kiwanis is the best step is this direction.

Remember, if you love your town and want to see it grow and prosper, attend this meeting tonight at 8 o'clock.

- The News-Herald Monday. December 4 1922

Consider Forming a Kiwanis Club

As was announced in The News-Herald Monday, a number of our citizens met that evening at the Hotel Ewing for the purpose of discussing the organization of a Kiwanis club in Lawrenceville. The meeting was attended by over twenty-five wide awake booster citizens of our town and after discussion it was decided to hold another meeting Friday night and to have a speaker from the Kiwanis organization present to explain the workings of it to the men present. This meeting was set up for 8 o'clock at the Hotel Ewing on Friday evening, December 8th, and a banquet will be held. Over fifty gentlemen from our city have signed up to attend this banquet at which Mr. Cain will serve plates at 75 cents each and the list is still open for those who have not seen to make reservations. This list is in charge of Messrs. S. J. Baggett, H. P. Stiff, and Manning Austin.

Mr. George A. Selig, of Knoxville, will be the principal speaker of the evening and others will also make addresses. Mr. Selig is a live wire and you will miss a treat should you fail to hear him.

Every business man of Lawrenceville is invited, in fact urged, to attend this banquet Friday night and join in the discussion as to whether Lawrenceville would be benefited by a good live organization that would put push and pep behind the town, and to thresh out the question about this organization.

- The News-Herald. Thursday. Dec. 7. 1922
Local Kiwanis Club is Almost Assured

A number of leading business men of Lawrenceville met at the Hotel Ewing Friday evening to discuss the plans for organizing a local Kiwanis club and from the spirit of the meeting the club now seems to be an assured fact.

  A banquet was served by Mrs. Cain, proprietor of the hotel promptly at 8 o'clock and covers were laid for seventy-five.

  Mr. M.C. Austin was elected chairman of the meeting and Mr. George A. Selig, Field Representative of Kiwanis, made an impressive talk and explanation of a Kiwanis Club. It was a pleasure to all to hear Mr. Selig, who is filled with Kiwanis enthusiasm and is an impressive speaker.

  Twenty-five local gentlemen signed up to join the club if organized and committees were appointed to secure additional names.

It was decided to hold a meeting and banquet at the same place and the committees were instructed to report their progress at the meeting.

  Kiwanis can mean much to Lawrenceville and Gwinnett County and it is hoped that the club may be put over with a full membership by the next meeting.

- The News-Herald Monday, December 11, 1922

Lawrenceville Kiwanis Now Organized

  A Large number of representative men of Lawrenceville again gathered together over the banquet board Tuesday night in true Kiwanis fashion of good fellowship to discuss the completion of a Kiwanis Club for Lawrenceville. And, henceforth, they were Kiwanians. A president and his officers were elected.

  Mr. George Selig, field representative of International Kiwanis, was here again and told of the achievements, principles and aims of Kiwanis and also led in the Kiwanis songs, singing being a feature of all Kiwanis meetings.

  Kiwanis stands for all civic advancement as well as taking part in larger movements and is a decided asset to any community. Worthy charities, good roads, good schools, public health, new business for the town, educative movements, combating the boll weevil, all these and more, in fact anything that will help the town, county, state or country, are the things Kiwanis stands for and fights for.

The Kiwanis Club of Lawrenceville is at present operating under a temporary charter, having now thirty-eight members with assurance of many more in the future.

  The following officers were elected: President F. Q. Sammon; Vice-President, Dr. D. C. Kelley; Secretary, M. C. Austin; Treasurer, Grover Montgomery, • District Trustee, N. L. Hutchins.

Directors - E. B. Rockmore, H. P. Stiff, J.J. Baggett, John I. Kelley, O. A. Nix, J. H. McGee, T. L. Harris.

 All officers are requested to meet Friday night at F. Q. Sammon's office at 7:00 o'clock.

  The next meeting will be held at the Hotel Ewing at 7:00 o'clock next Tuesday evening. Everyone interested is urged to attend. Come and have a good time. (Thursday. December 21, 1922
Will Receive Their Charter May 25th

  This Will Be A Red Letter Day For The Lawrenceville Kiwanis Club. Families and Visitors To Be Present.

  The Lawrenceville Kiwanis club held an enthusiastic meeting last Friday night with George Selig, from International Headquarters, present President F Q. Sammon announced his committee appointments when Mr. Selig outlined to them their respective duties.

The club set Friday night, May 25th as the date for receiving their charter, which will be made a red letter day for Lawrenceville. An officer from the state headquarters will deliver the charter, with visitors from the sister clubs at Atlanta, Athens, Monroe, Madison and perhaps other points in attendance. The members will have their families present and a big banquet will be spread. The detailed program will be given out later.

At the meeting next Friday night Judge N. L. Hutchins will deliver his paper outlining the history of Lawrenceville, which was recently rendered for the benefit of the Women's Club.

- The Gwinnett Journal. Wednesday. May 9, 1923

Local Kiwanis Gets Charter Friday Night

   The Lawrenceville Kiwanis club will receive its charter next Friday night.

   The presentation will be made by Lieutenant Governor W. W. Mundy, of Cedartown and the same will be accepted by President F. Q. Sammon.

The exercises, which promise to be one of the greatest social functions Lawrenceville has pulled off in some time, will take place in the Sammon building. An elaborate luncheon will be served by members of the Women's Club. Seven sister clubs from nearby cities have been invited to send delegations, and covers will be laid for 150 or more.

   The program will be interspersed with music and stunts besides the set speeches, and all who attend are anticipating a pleasant evening. Judge N. L. Hutchins will act as toastmaster, and he is a past master of the business.

   The following clubs have been invited to send delegations: Atlanta, Athens, Hartwell, Toccoa, Monroe, Madison and Washington.

- the program -

Following is the tentative program that has been outlined:

   "America" 
Everybody

   Invocation 
Rev. Marvin Franklin

Male Quartet 
Kelley, Kelley, Simpson. Davis Introduction of Visitors

   Address of Welcome 
Rev. J. G. Patton Jr.

   "Little Liza Jane ….…………………………   Everybody
   Impromptus ….……………………………… Visitors

   Presentation of Charter 
William W. Mundy. Lieutenant

Governor Cedartown, Georgia

Acceptance of Charter
President F. Q. Sammon

   Male Quartette -

“The Ladies" 
John I. Kelley 

"Till We Meet Again"​

The Local Kiwanis Club Received Charter Friday Night

   Friday, May 25th will go down through time as a red letter day in the history of Lawrenceville, for on that evening the charter was delivered to the local Kiwanis club.

   The exercises were held in the Sammon building and were attended by thirty- six charter members of the club, many of their wives and friends beside a large number of visiting Kiwanis, a total of over two hundred persons being present.

 Judge N. L. Hutchins acted as toastmaster and presided as only Lou Hutchins can, his introductions, remarks and wit adding much to the evening. America, sung by everyone present, opened, followed by the invocation by Rev. Marvin Franklin.

   The Kelley, Kelley, Simpson and Davis male quartet was loudly applauded.

   Introduction of visitors was next on the program, and the Athens club, represented by Judge Thos. M. Green and Messrs. Hodgson, Kinnebrew, Tuck and Hodgson made quite a hit. The Atlanta delegation was headed by Jim Belcher. Count Boyer, Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Jennings, Mr. and Mrs. Pat McGuire, and Miss Margaret Kennedy. Jack Patterson of the Journal also being present. Hartwell sent A. S. Skelton, I. J. Phillips. Dr. Parks P. S. Hall and Dr. Barton. Harry McWhorter, W. T. Bacon, W. E. Johnson and Dr. T. E. Carter represented Madison, while Emmett Williams, Albert Mobley, Mason Williams, Ed Caldwell and Mr. Reid were here from the Monroe club. 

   Telegrams were read from the Toccoa and Washington club delegations expressing regret of being unable to attend on account of bad roads and for International headquarters offering congratulations and good will.

   The visitors’ impromptus were responded by Fitz Green, from Athens; Count Boyer, from Atlanta; A. S. Skelton from Hartwell; T. E. Carter, from Madison; and Emmett Williams from Monroe; all of whom gave experience and advice to the new club members which was well rendered and well received and appreciated. Jack Patterson of the Atlanta Journal gave a talk, which brought down the house with applause and laughter.

   Singing by Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Jennings of Atlanta, and the Kiwanis songs sung by all present after which Senator William W. Mundy, of Cedartown, lieutenant governor which for the district presented the charter. Mr. Mundy' s address was a powerful plea for closer cooperation between the cities and country districts and for the adoption by Kiwanis of a construction program for the betterment of the South.

President of Lawrenceville Club, F. Q. Sammon, in his speech of acceptance of the charter brought out many strong points and was a talk thoroughly appropriate. Quill Sammon is the real daddy of the club and no man has worked harder or given more to Kiwanis in Lawrenceville than he, and any city would be fortunate in having him to head their organization.

Mrs. James G. Patton for the ladies responded to the toast "The Ladies" as did Col. John I. Kelley, on behalf of the men. Both were well received.

An elaborate luncheon was served by the Lawrenceville Women's Club, the menu being the best obtainable and thoroughly enjoyed.

The Lawrenceville club now numbers forty-three, is the youngest in the state and starts off with the brightest prospect. That they will accomplish much good for this section is a known fact, for Kiwanis is the leading civic organization in the betterment of every community.

J. J. Baggett and C. M. Morcock are delegates to the International Kiwanis Convention held in Atlanta this week.

-The News-Herald, Monday. May 28 1923

The Beloved President Entertained the Club At Six O’clock

House Warming Dinner Friday
Second only to the Charter party last May, was the beautifully appointed five course dinner served last Friday by President and Mrs. F. Q. Sammon at their house warming to the members of the Kiwanis club and a few friends.

More than fifty guests were present.  The living room and dining rooms were lovely in their decorations of holly, mistletoe, poinsettias, and Christmas bells.  The tables in the dining room had as their center decorations baskets filled with flowers of red and green, as the chandeliers draped with their red shades, cast a soft and beautiful light over the scene.

Dainty place cards of miniature Santa Clauses marked the place for each guest.

Mrs. Sammon was assisted in receiving and entertaining the guests by Madame G. G. Robinson, A. G. Robinson, Claxton Webb, T. L. Ambrose, Hyman Saul, J. J. Baggett, J. L. Exum and J. A. Ambrose.

  At the conclusion of the meal, Col. N. L. Hutchins, in behalf of the club presented Mr. and Mrs. Sammon with an exquisite mahogany floor lamp, the former accepting with remarks both timely and with appreciation.

  At the business meeting the same officers elected for the coming year, with the exception of Mr. M. C. Austin, who declined to accept, and Mr. H. G. Robinson was elected instead.

  The officers chosen – 

  Quill Sammon, President; Dr. Claude Kelley, Vice-President; Hardy Robinson, recording secretary; Hobson Young, financial secretary; Grover Montgomery, treasurer; Lou Hutchins, district trustee; John Kelley, chorister; Mrs. Lillie Exum, Pianist. 
Directors – J. J. Baggett, John I. Kelley, J. H. McGee, T. L. Harris,
C. M. Mattock, H. P. Stiff, E. B. Rockmore.

  The club en masse attended the minstrel given at the school house, singing as they went in "The Gang's All Here" and other of their songs.

Rev. L. E. Smith was elected an honorary member of the club.

The club will meet again next Friday night at 7 o'clock at the club rooms.

- The Gwinnett Journal. Wednesday. December 19, 1923

History of the Lawrenceville Kiwanis Club

Since the Lawrenceville Kiwanis club has just celebrated its first anniversary on May 23rd, its annuals are short. It is not in the providence of this article to write the history of Kiwanis lnternational nor to discuss the purposes and ideals of Kiwanis. It shall be strictly limited to a brief recital of the formation of our club and some of the things it has tried to do. 

Emmett Rockmore brought the idea of Kiwanis to Lawrenceville in November 1922. He told Bob Sammon about it and Bob, with that lovable impetuosity with which he seized on ideas food for the town and his fellow man, laid aside his own business, for the time and plunged into the work. "Verily other men have labored and we have entered into their labors," for death called him before the movement got fully under way. This was probably the last public service of his life.

  A meeting was called at the hotel, with about thirty or thirty-five present, at which Rock told us what he knew about Kiwanis and what it had done for some other Georgia towns like ours. The matter was discussed pro and con, and another meeting called for a week later. At this next meeting it was decided to ask a Club Builder of Kiwanis International to come and explain the formation of Kiwanis Clubs. In response to our request, George A. Selig was with us at our next meeting. He explained to us the purposes, plans and ideals of Kiwanis; he showed us how to hold a Kiwanis meeting, and particularly he put pep and ginger into our singing.

At this meeting eighteen filled written applications for membership, just half enough to organize. However, we formed a temporary organization and elected these officers: F. Quill Sammon, president; D. Claude Kelley, vice- president; Manning C. Austin, secretary; N. Lou Hutchins, district trustee; and the following directors: Emmett B. Rockmore, H. P Stiff, Jesse J. Baggett, John I. Kelley, O. A. Nix, James H. McGee, Tom L. Harris.

These eighteen original members began a constant, aggressive and persistent campaign for seventeen more members to fill our minimum quota of thirty-five. We held our meetings regularly, meeting, by courtesy of our president, in the chapel of the undertaker's building. The good women of the Woman's Club stood by us loyally with our luncheons. By the middle of May we had reached our goal in numbers, and on May 23rd we received the following telegram, evidence that we had put it over:

"F. Q. Sammon President Kiwanis Lawrenceville, Georgia

  Permit me on behalf of International officers to welcome your members into ranks of Kiwanis International organization of seventy thousand real live men all pledged to service in its most ample meaning. May your club become the most outstanding institution of its kind in your community.

George H. Ross International President

On May 25th, 1923, with delegations from nearly a dozen neighboring Kiwanis Clubs in attendance, our charter was presented, and we became a real bona fide Kiwanis club, with all rights, duties and obligations appertaining thereto.

  Through the years the Lawrenceville Kiwanis Club has continued to serve in the commu​nity, town and county as a leader in those things that are important to the growth of any organization. Our club at all times is concerned with the spiritual, civic and community activities, and those things that will do the most for all concerned. The Lawrenceville Kiwanis has kept the torch burning, and has shown the principles of Kiwanis will remain with us after many of the lesser things of life have gone.

  Kiwanis could take much of the credit for the many things that have been done on a wide basis for the entire community, but it has been happy to be a part of doing the things that others have also had a part in, and the combined efforts of all have caused the club to grow stronger through the years.

Never let it be said that in any respect has the club been selfish in its aims; be it seeking industry, a new business, a new road, or be it in the interest of the churches and schools.

  Kiwanis serves to help boys and girls in their work, their aims in life, and at all times helping them to see their responsibility to be good citizens. Our club has been outstanding in its program of work pertaining to scouts, vocational guidance and all work connected with boys and girls. Kiwanis believes that boys and girls are our most important concern at all times. Kiwanis claims no credit f or doing the impossible. We say to others if you will combine your efforts then you, too can say, "We serve in order that we may help others." The Lawrenceville Kiwanis club can rightly feel proud of its accomplishments, and look together for a great and strong future by combining its forces, and working together not for the individual, but for the masses and for that which is right and honorable. Our motto is: "We build " and our club will continue in its of efforts to build and to serve.

